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Today is 16 December, our great victory day. On this very day in 1971, the Bengali nation achieved
an independent and sovereign Bangladesh with the surrender of Pakistani brutal occupation force to
the unlimited patriotism, infinite bravery and insurmountable heroism of our freedom fighters. In
this glorious and delightful moment, I congratulate my countrymen living both home and abroad.

On the eve of the victory day, with deep reverence, I remember our Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman whose 24 years long movement, struggle, confinement and
agony united the Bengali nation in the question of self-rule and snatched the golden sun of
independence. With deep respect, I also recall 3 million martyrs whose supreme sacrifice brought
Bangladesh into reality. I remember 2 lakh women who freed the land at the cost of their honor. My
sincere respect and gratitude go to the wounded freedom fighters, foreign friends and governments
whose courage and active support aided us immensely during the liberation war.

Reconstruction of a war ravaged country is the biggest work for any victorious nation. In this
respect, Bangabandhu’s initiative was none an exception. However, the opposition force against the
spirit of liberation war and independence tried to turn the speed of development on the backward
direction by killing Bangabandhu with all his family members on 15 August in 1975. Nonetheless,
the fighting people of Bangladesh under the leadership of Sheikh Hasina foiled these conspiracies
every time and engaged themselves in taking the country forward.

Throughout her life, our leader Sheikh Hasina struggles for the cause of the farmer, labor, working
people and all. For this reason, in her inauguration speech at the 20" triennial council of Bangladesh
Awami League, she instructed her party men and people’s representatives to stand beside the
destitute, poor and disable people as well as prepare a list of ultra poor and disadvantaged
community and send that to her so that none is excluded from the welfare programs undertaken by
her government.

As a veteran leader both at national and international level, Prime Minister sheikh Hasina’s speech
includes democracy, foreign policy, economy, infrastructure development, industry, agriculture,
food security, public health, education, public administration, women development, terrorism,
extremism, climate change, disaster management and all other issues. The comprehensiveness in her
speech augments people’s confidence on her.
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Her wise leadership has inspired us to celebrate the 100™ birth anniversary of our Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu in 2020 and the Golden jubilee of our independence in a hunger and poverty
free, secular and a democratic middle income country in 2021. After the successful completion of
the Millennium Development Goals, Bangladesh has taken a pragmatic and coordinated approach
by integrating the Sustainable Development Goals in its 7" Five Year Plan. Not only that, our
visionary leader Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has also put a detailed plan in place for transforming
Bangladesh into a peaceful, prosperous and developed country by 2041.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been working tirelessly for realization of the dream for which our
Father of the Nation fought; for which the freedom fighters poured their fresh blood on the green
grass of this land. Let us pledge today that we will be continuing our efforts for the remembrance of
Bangabandhu sheikh Mujibur Rahman, martyrs, Biranganas, friends of liberation war and people
contributing to develop Bangladesh with highest esteem and love among succeeding generations.
Along with this, all of us will be working according to our own ability from our respective positions
for the welfare of people, motherland and global humanity.

Joy Bangla, Joy Bangabandhu.

(Md. Shahriar Alam, MP)



